(Ireland.) 



BILL 

[AS AMENDED BY THE COMMITTEE] 

To regulate the Exercise of the Elective Franchise 
Counties at large, in Ireland. 



N. B —The Clauses marked (A. B. and C.) were added by the 
Committee. 



rtdtaueas a pract.ce prevails in Ireland of sub-dividing P „, mb i, 
I and sub-letting Land, for the purpose of enabling persons 
under and by v.rtue of Leasehold Qualifications of the nominal value of 
horty Shillings per annum, to vote for Members to serve in Parliament 
5 for Counties at large : 

And whereas the multiplication of such Votes tends to diminish the 
we,ght and mtluence of the hand fide Freeholders possessed of real 
estates i 

And whereas such practice is highly injurious to the Public Interest : 
io NOW for Remedy hereof; 

Ti ITT- ^ KING ’ 5 " 0St by 

and with the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal 

and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and by the 
Authority of the same, THAT from and after the commencement of wh „ F 
5 IS Act, it shall not be lawful for any person to register any Freehold 
m any County at large, under or by virtue of a lease made for a less 
term than for Lives renewable for ever, unless the same shall be of 
he annual value of Ten Pounds at the least, over and above all taxes 
charges and impositions, payable out of the same. 
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Oath to be And be it further Enacted, That from and after the commencement 
Sa“«°!»s of this Act, every person registering a Freehold in an, county at large 
Freehold. un[tcr t l, e annual value of Twenty Pounds, derived under 

and by virtue of a lease made for a less term than for lives renewable 
for ever, shall take the following Oath upon the occasion ot his regis- 5 
tering the same, instead of the Oath now by law required to be taken 
upon such occasion : 

<« I, A, J$. of in the county of 

“ Do swear [or, [f a Quaker, affirm] That I am a Freeholder 
“ of the county of and that I have 10 

“ a Freehold therein arising from a house [or, houses, land, or 
“ both, or other hereditaments, as the case may be] of the 
“ clear yearly value of Ten Pounds at the least above all 
“ charges .payable out of the same, lying or being at 
«« (naming the tawnland or tomilands, 15 

“ or other denomination by which the place is generally known, 

“ and barony or half barony, or baronies or half baronies 
“ wherein it is situate] in this county ; and that the said 
“ Freehold does not arise from a rent-charge, and that the 
“ same arises by virtue of the deed, lease or instrument which 20 
“ I now produce, bearing date the 
“ day of in the yeur 

‘ c for the life or lives of A. B. and C. D. 

“ (as the case may be] at the yearly rent of 
“ and that I am in the actual occupation thereof by 2 5 

“ residing thereon, [or, by tilling, or, by grazing, or, by both 
“ tilling and grazing, as the case may be] to the amount of at 
“ least Ten Pounds yearly value thereof, and that the said 
“ Freehold is not set or agreed to be set to the person or 
“ persons who executed the said deed, lease or instrument, or 3 ° 
“ to the heirs or assigns of such person or persons, or to any 
“ one in trust for him her or them, nor do I intend to set the 
“ same to such person or persons, or any of them ; and that 
“ I have not agreed to set it for the term for which I hold it; 

“ nor have I procured it fraudulently, or in exchange for 35 
M a Freehold in any other county. 

“ So help me GOD.” 

And be it Enacted, That all laws now in force touching the regis- 
tering of Freeholds in counties at large of the value of Forty Shillings 
a year, derived under leases for a less term than for lives renewable 40 
for ever, or touching the polling of persons qualified to vote at elec- 
tions for such counties by virtue of such freeholds derived under such 
leases, shall be and the same are hereby extended to Freeholds of the 

value 



Clav&s (A.) 
Laws relating 
to Freeholds 
of 40 1. a y ear, 
to be extend- 
ed to Free- 
holds of 10 1 . 
a year. 
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value at Ten Pounds a year, derived under leases for a less term than 
aforesaid ; and that it shall be lawful to substitute the words Ten Pounds 
for Polity Shillings, in all cases relating to the registering of such Free- 
holds, or polling in respect thereof, as circumstances may require, 

5 Provided always, and be it further Enacted, That nothing in this Act £S <, ' ) 
contained shall extend to prevent any person who shall have registered '"SSy «f 
a freehold of the yearly value of Forty Shillings in any county at large h°M*fpSi"d. 
m Ireland, before the commencement of this Act, from re-registering 
such Freehold during the continuance thereof, upon taking the oath, (or 5 j, Fr "' 
to if a Quaker, making the affirmation) herein prescribed, in addition to 
such oath or affirmation as is now required by law on the original 
registry of such Freehold : 



15 



20 



25 



30 



do swear, [or, if a Quaker affirm] 
“ That I registered a Freehold of the yearly value of Forty 
“ Shillings* lying and being at j n ^ 

** karony of in t hi s county, on the 

da y (such day being previous 

“ to the commencement of this Act), at 
“ and that the deed [ lease or instrument, as the case may be] 
“ which I now produce, is the same deed [lease or instrument,, 
as the case may be,] that I produced on that day, and under 
which I registered the said Freehold ; and that the clerk of 
“ the peace indorsed, dated and signed the said deed [lease 
“ or instrument] in the manner in which the same now appears 
“ to be indorsed dated and signed. 

“ So help me GOD.” 

And that upon such re-registry, the clerk of the peace shall refer to 
end examine the entry of the registry of the said freehold in the registry 
hooks, and upon finding the same to have been duly registered on some 
day previous to the commencement of this Act, shall give a Certificate 
of such registry in the form following : 



Clerk of the Peace of 
county, do hereby certify, That A. B. of 
registered a Freehold of the yearly value of Forty Sbillinvs 
on the day of at 



To which Certificate the said clerk of the peace shall subscribe his 
name; and the said Certificate shall be entered on the same paper as 
the affidavit or affirmation of the Freeholder shall be entered and 
immediately preceding such affidavit or affirmation; and that no such 
40 affidavit or affirmation shall be administered by the Justices presiding at 
any sessions, until after the said certificate shall have been entered or 
subscribed in the manner herein required. 



And 
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Freeholder^ ; ..And.be it Enacted, That from and after the commencement of this 
Register with Act, every person registering a Freehold not derived under or by virtue 
outproducing 0 f any deed, lease or instrument, and not subject to the payment of 

Deed, to take ' .... . . . 

oath to ^os- any rent, shall, in addition to the oath or declaration now by law re- 
*Twentyyears quired to be taken or made in such case at the time of registering the 
same, take and subscribe the following oath, (or if a Quaker, the fol- 
lowing affirmation) : 



“ I, do swear [or, if a Quaker affirm] 

“ That I am a Freeholder of this county, and that I, or those 
“ from whom I derive my title to the said Freehold, have been 
“ in possession thereof, without being subject to the payment 
“ of any rent thereout, for Twenty years.” 



5 



mence- And be it Enacted, That this Act shall commence and take effect at 
of the the end of Four months from the passing of a certain Act of this pre- 
sent Session of Parliament, intituled, “ An Act to provide for the i£ 
“ Removal of the Disqualifications under which His Majesty’s Roman 
“ Catholic Subjects now labour." 
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6 Geo. IV. — Sess. 1825. 



